SPaG: Relative Clauses

Aim:

Relative clauses beginning with who, which,
where, when, whose, that, or an omitted
relative pronoun.

To use relative clauses.

Prior Learning:
New concept.

Resources:
Lesson Pack

Individual whiteboards and pens

Coloured pencils or highlighters

Success Criteria:
| can explain that a multi-clause (or ‘complex’)
sentence has at least two clauses.

| can identify and use relative pronouns and
relative clauses.

| can explain when commas are needed with
relative clauses.

| can explain that an object relative pronoun
can be left out of a clause.

Key/New Words:

Clauses, simple sentence, complex sentence,
multi-clause sentence, relative clause, main
clause, relative pronoun, object relative
pronoun, essential, non-essential.

Preparation:
Relative Clauses and Relative Pronouns
Activity Sheet - one per child

Differentiated Commas and Relative Clauses
Activity Sheet - one per child

Differentiated Spot the Clauses Activity
Sheet - one per child

Mini Test - one per child

Application Activity - one per child

Learning Sequence

Introductory Activity — Relative Clauses and Relative Pronouns: Share and discuss the information about relative clauses
and relative pronouns. Ask the children to underline the relative pronouns in the sentences shown. This could be completed as a
class activity using individual whiteboards or in pairs using the Relative Clauses and Relative Pronouns Activity Sheet. Can the
children explain that a multi-clause sentence has at least two clauses? Can the children identify relative pronouns?

Independent Focused Activity — Commas and Relative Clauses: Discuss how to decide when commas are used with relative
clauses and look at the difference between non-essential and essential relative clauses. Children work in groups to discuss the
questions on the quiz and then go on to work independently on the differentiated Commas and Relative Clauses Activity Sheet.
Can the children explain how to decide whether or not commas are needed when using relative clauses?

Review Activity — Identifying When a Pronoun Can Be Omitted: Explain that sometimes a relative pronoun can be omitted from
a relative clause without affecting the sense of a sentence. Ask the children to look together at the multi-clause sentences and
decide whether or not the relative pronoun can be left out of the subordinate clause. Can the children explain that an object relative
pronoun can be left out of a clause?

Consolidation Activity — Spot the Clauses: Ask the children to look at the sentences on the Lesson Presentation and identify
the main clause, subordinate clause and relative pronoun. Children complete the differentiated Spot the Clauses Activity Sheet.
Can the children identify relative pronouns and relative clauses?

QD D &

Relative Clauses: The children complete the Mini Test in order to test their understanding. The children complete the Application
Activity as required.
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Guidance for Macros in PowerPoints

We use macros within PowerPoints to increase the interactivity of our presentations.
Follow this simple process to get the most out of this resource.

'rotected View. Enable Editing

What to do: Security Warning —

Open the PowerPoint file and @ Do you want to make this file a Trusted Document?

enable editing, DTl bl 0 s s o
. . What's 1he rigk?
A Securltg Warnlng bOX mag :I Do not ik me again for network files !',
appear. Click yes.
Click enable content or more details. Enable Content
Enter presentation mode (I —
(start the slide show). /
= Motes B Comments B8 5 B o -
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Relative Clauses

English | Year 5 | Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar - SPaG | Relative Clauses
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SPaG

B Relative Clauses
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Relative Clauses

Introductory Activity

Independent Focused Activity

Review Activity

Consolidation Activity

Assessment
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Ailm

e To use relative clauses.

Success Criteria

I can explain that a multi-clause (or ‘complex’) sentence has at least
two clauses.

I can identify and use relative pronouns and relative clauses.
I can explain when commas are needed with relative clauses.

I can explain that an object relative pronoun can be left out of a
clause.
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Introductory
Activity
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Relative Clauses
and Relative Pronouns

I Let's start with a simple sentence.

v A simple sentence has one main clause = subject + verb.

v A simple sentence must make sense on its own.

Example: John was playing the piano.

The simple sentence isn't very interesting, is it?
Why don't we add some extra information? =N

/

I John was playing the piano. He was in the hall. N ]

Lo

@
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Relative Clauses
and Relative Pronouns

OK, still rather simple. How could we improve it?
John was lcu_,png the piano.
= o

et’s ma it a multi- a&mse sente
& 3e00RG Sertenice adds 26Me extra ‘information to t

can add it to the simple senltdnce to mlhkel a fbmplex sentenSgikl

ust have its own subject
rrorse] does not make
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Relative Clauses
and Relative Pronouns

e s

| John was playing the piano. He was in the hall.

; _relat;ve ronoun
A relative clause g|ves us extrd inforhalion

John, who was in the hall, was pla 'ﬂf e pi

AT
a relative prpnoun Ao b

John, whose|hair fl?a%ﬂ/g%llaﬁggoted his a
‘ We've replacgd th i cond

.‘i&ﬂtﬂﬂﬂl‘wi i df]ﬂsthﬂiﬂﬂ pl‘hghtlhlﬂ T ELS
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Relative Clauses
and Relative Pronouns

L R

Mvlaeseive e1daketie adugshwRithilyioedsge e areCthf iR SRBIE BBUE C
FIGHY $RERRYENat the end of a sentence or within the sentence.

These words are relative pronouns; <.

I ran quickly towards the oak tree, which had stood in that spot for
hundreds of years.

P € UNRAEERRS S N
My grandmother, whose shiny hair sparkled in the morning sunshine,
(|| stood looking over the bay.
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Relative Clauses
and Relative Pronouns

Rel it 98 s8R A Bo N BHBiR Sl RIS LISEs Rl '

relative pronouns:

A relative pronoun is usually seen in a

SV NSRS G REIERE 1905 HEGHY G f S Rrall.

S L BYE Y froun

relatlve prorjoun: th?E{d‘[’L@@'clause
whom, whoge, wht
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Relative Clauses
and Relative Pronouns

The following are examples of sentences that have
relative clauses starting with relative pronouns.

Can you identify the
relative pronouns?

Regent Studies | www.regentstudies.com


https://www.regentstudies.com

Independent
Focused Activity
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Because the information is not essential to the meaning of the sentence,

this is called a non-essential relative clause.
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Because the information is essential to the sentence, this is called an

essential relative clause.
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Commas and Relative Clauses
To recap:

The lamp post, where the girl was standing, was lit.

_alifenn -

This gives the reader the extra information about the lamp post.

J

The lamp post where the girl was standing was lit.
the meanina of the sentence. ] e

This specifies the particular lamp post - the one where the girl
was standing rather than the one by the bus stop, for example.
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Commas and Relative Clauses
To recap:

The test which we did yesterday was really easy.

‘ There are no commas in this sentence.

This is because the relative clause information
defines the subject of the main clause.

In this example, there might have been lots of tests,
but we are only interested in yesterday's test.

This is an essential relative clause, so we don’t use commas.

— =
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I can't get rid of the words ‘that howl' because then I'd be saying all
dogs annoy me, not just the ones that howl, which isn't true.

| The relative clause in this example is essential.
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Commas and Relative Clauses

I Which of these sentences need commas adding in?

The meerkat who bit the zookeeper had to be calmed down.
=) The baby giraffe who had a delicate soft nose ambled towards her mother.

The hotel where my parents got married was on television last night.

My school which recently won a sports award was holding a
Christmas fair.

The crown that was worn by a famous ancient king came to the
town museum.

The crown which had been recently cleaned was placed on the head of
the new king.

Remember - if you are adding in non-essential, additional information, add commas.
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Commas and Relative Clauses

, Commas ant B Commas ant B Commas and Relative Clauses

i T T e rebalive ciduses,

I, Decide whather the Jolbeedmg slathe 1, Untlerlivee ghos relative clouses in the fo Study the smgde sensences amd write we o oo aboul the subject of the serbiro ome with
OFEWEr i I0 each SEnfence, coenmas or ot Bf commas are reeded an sssendinl relgtiee clouss oad one with o nun-asential relotie clowse, You maoy hove to make

Hemamber. |f the relative cloase (s essent komamber: if tha reintive clouse s eseeni up Same-iin Lfer it

if the relotive clowse (s providing the mody Bengmber: 4 the reintiye tiouss o essantiol, no commaos o nesded
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Review Activity

-t | -
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Identifying When
a Pronoun Can Be Omitted

r—

S,

lative clause,

. the re ; :
; ithout changing essential relative clause
the meaning of the b

ot R '.. o
e - ".
= "
==

The sentence makes sense without

H:v@m and object that.
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Identifying When
a Pronoun Can Be Omitted

In some relative clauses, the relative pronouns who, which or that can
be omitted.

Another Example:

Is this thétjockiet (adkixthy/buat)eye lovkireglfoking for?

The shddse(swloichthat) Lostf10050.£10.50.

Your clever brain reads the missing words in for
you to complete the sentence!

When we leave out the relative pronoun, the sentence still makes sense.
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Identifying When
a Pronoun Can Be Omitted

‘ How do you know a relative pronoun has to be omitted?

Remember! Relative pronouns can be omitted if they
refer to the object of the verb.

| Break up the multi-clause sentence into two simple sentences to find out.

The shoes (which/that) I want cost £10.50.
The shoes cost £10.50. I want them. ..

subjesiubject l\/ewbr'h obj:enbjzct | \k i U
i |
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Identifying When
a Pronoun Can Be Omitted

How do you know a relative pronoun has to be kept?

Relative pronouns have to stay in the sentence if they
refer to the subject of the verb.

Where is the pen that was on my desk?

Where is the pen? It was on my desk.

I E}Ebjﬁct
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Identifying When 6*6

a Pronoun Can Be Omitted &

For each of these multi-clause sentences, decide whether the relative

pronoun can be left out of the subordinate clause or must stay in.
m) Jake, who is only ten, has been scouted for United.

The chocolate bar t%t we left on the table has melted!

Your bags, which have huge straps, are blocking the corridor.

Where is the homework which I asked for yesterday?
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Consolidation

Activity

Regent Studies | www.regentstudies.com


https://www.regentstudies.com

Spot the Clauses

For each of the following sentences, can you identify the main clause,
subordinate clause and relative pronoun?

We have a lot of cousins live in other cities.

The rainhad been forecast poured heavily.

The machine broke down has been mended.

Your PE bag should be on your peg, ou can also hang up your coat.
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Relative Clauses

Relative Clauses

Use all you have learnt about [
relative clauses and the skills you e b S o RIS
have practiced.

Tro 324Ing Cif 61617 TR PRSAT A 30 50 0 L OIS s DT SRR

CEEEE
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= L=y
Shinjile Seileime )

Ak fy s g by

; N E :-":L: l e
Work on your own to complete T W =
the Application Activity Sheet. o

41
=,
L
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Ailm

e To use relative clauses.

Success Criteria

I can explain that a multi-clause (or ‘complex’) sentence has at least
two clauses.

I can identify and use relative pronouns and relative clauses.
I can explain when commas are needed with relative clauses.

I can explain that an object relative pronoun can be left out of a
clause.
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Aim: To use relative clauses. Date:

Delivered By: Support:

Success Criteria Me Friend Teacher T PPA | S 1 AL GP

I can explain that a multi-clause (or ‘complex’) sentence Notes/Evidence

has at least two clauses.

I can identify and use relative pronouns and relative
clauses.

I can explain when commas are needed with relative
clauses.

I can explain that an object relative pronoun can be left
out of a clause.

Next Steps

T Teacher I  Independent

PPA Planning, Preparation and Assessment | AL | Adult Led
S Supply GP | Guided Practice

Aim: To use relative clauses. Date:

Delivered By: Support:

Success Criteria Me Friend Teacher T PPA | S 1 AL GP

I can explain that a multi-clause (or ‘complex’) sentence Notes/Evidence

has at least two clauses.

I can identify and use relative pronouns and relative
clauses.

I can explain when commas are needed with relative
clauses.

I can explain that an object relative pronoun can be left
out of a clause.

Next Steps

T Teacher I Independent

PPA Planning, Preparation and Assessment | AL | Adult Led

S Supply GP Guided Practice
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Relative Clauses

To use relative clauses.

Tell me more!
Can you add relative clauses to this simple sentence to make it more interesting?

Try adding different relative pronouns to see how it changes the sentence.

e
a2 9

Simple Sentence
Australia is a very large country.

Improved with a Relative Clause
Australia is a very large country, which has dangerous spiders.
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Commas and Relative Clauses

To use relative clauses.

1. Decide whether the following relative clauses are essential or non-essential. Write your
answer next to each sentence.

Remember: if the relative clause is essential, no commas are needed.

If the relative clause is providing the reader with some additional information, commas are used.

a. My brother, who lives in Sydney, came to see me last month.

b. It is best not to stroke a dog that you do not know.

c. Iliketo ride bicycles that have a loud bell to ring.

d. Cats, who are lazy, often sleep for most of the day.

e. Students who concentrate in class often do better in tests.

f. Emma, who had fallen asleep on the sofa, suddenly woke up.

g. Victorian children played with dolls that had china heads.

h. Dinosaurs, which are now extinct, are said to have ruled the Earth.

2. Write a sentence with an essential relative clause.

3. Write a sentence with a non-essential relative clause.
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Wl Commas and Relative Clauses Answers

1.

Decide whether the following relative clauses are essential or non-essential. Write your

answer next to each sentence.

Remember: if the relative clause is essential, no commas are needed.

If the relative clause is providing the reader with some additional information, commas are used.

a.

b.

s Qe

2.

3.

My brother, who lives in Sydney, came to see me last month. non-essential

It is best not to stroke a dog that you do not know. essential

I like to ride bicycles that have a loud bell to ring. essential

Cats, who are lazy, often sleep for most of the day. non-essential

Students who concentrate in class often do better in tests. essential

Emma, who had fallen asleep on the sofa, suddenly woke up. non-essential
Victorian children played with dolls that had china heads. essential

Dinosaurs, which are now extinct, are said to have ruled the Earth. non-essential

Write a sentence with an essential relative clause.
Example answer: The child who had the winning ticket would be the one to receive the prize.

Write a sentence with a non-essential relative clause.

Example answer: The cat, who had been sitting on the wall all afternoon, jumped down to greet
his owner.
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*
) Commas and Relative Clauses

To use relative clauses.

1. Underline the relative clauses in the following sentences and decide whether they require
commas or not. If commas are needed, add them in.

Remember: if the relative clause is essential, no commas are needed.
If the relative clause is providing the reader with some additional information, commas are used.
a. My brother who lives in Sydney came to see me last month.
b. It is best not to stroke a dog that you do not know.
c. Iliketo ride bicycles that have a loud bell to ring.
d. Cats who are lazy often sleep for most of the day.
e. Students who concentrate in class often do better in tests.
f. Emma who had fallen asleep on the sofa suddenly woke up.
g. Victorian children played with dolls that had china heads.
h. Dinosaurs which are now extinct are said to have ruled the Earth.

2. Write a sentence with an essential relative clause.

3. Write a sentence with a non-essential relative clause.
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* .
8l Commuas and Relative Clauses Answers

1. Underline the relative clauses in the following sentences and decide whether they require
commas or not. If commas are needed, add them in.

Remember: if the relative clause is essential, no commas are needed.
If the relative clause is providing the reader with some additional information, commas are used.

a. My brother, who lives in Sydney, came to see me last month.

b. It is best not to stroke a dog that you do not know.

c. Ilike to ride bicycles that have a loud bell to ring.

d. Cats, who are lazy, often sleep for most of the day.

e. Students who concentrate in class often do better in tests.

Emma, who had fallen asleep on the sofa, suddenly woke up.

Victorian children played with dolls that had china heads.

s Qe

Dinosaurs, which are now extinet, are said to have ruled the Earth.

2. Write a sentence with an essential relative clause.
Example answer: The child who had the winning ticket would be the one to receive the prize.

3. Write a sentence with a non-essential relative clause.

Example answer: The cat, who had been sitting on the wall all afternoon, jumped down to greet
his owner.
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* % %

Commas and Relative Clauses

To use relative clauses.

Study the simple sentences and write two new ones about the subject of the sentence: one with
an essential relative clause and one with a non-essential relative clause. You may have to make
up some extra information.

Remember: if the relative clause is essential, no commas are needed.

If the relative clause is providing the reader with some additional information, commas are used.

a. I have three brothers.

Essential:

Non-essential:

b. I have one sister.

Essential:

Non-essential:
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w*
Commas and Relative Clauses

c. I love shoes and have lots of pairs.

Essential:

Non-essential:

d. My friend Jai moved to Canada.

Essential:

Non-essential:

e. Mr Robinson is very famous.

Essential:

Non-essential:
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I Commas and Relative Clauses Answers

Study the simple sentences and write two new ones about the subject of the sentence: one with
an essential relative clause and one with a non-essential relative clause. You may have to make
up some extra information.

Remember: if the relative clause is essential, no commas are needed.
If the relative clause is providing the reader with some additional information, commas are used.
Example answers:
a. I have three brothers.
Essential: I have three brothers that are younger than me.
Non-essential: My brothers, who are all younger than me, like to play on the computer.
b. I have one sister.
Essential: | have one sister who annoys me but the other one is nice.
Non-essential: My sister, who is older than me, annoys me.
c. Ilove shoes and have lots of pairs.
Essential: I love shoes that light up when you walk and | have lots of pairs of them.

Non-essential: I love shoes, which are the main thing | spend my money on, and | have
lots of pairs.

d. My friend Jai moved to Canada.
Essential: | have a friend called Jai who moved to Canada last week.
Non-essential: My friend Jai, who sat next to me in class, moved to Canada.
e. Mr Robinson is very famous.
Essential: Mr Robinson is a very famous man who invents many things.

Non-essential: Mr Robinson, who has invented many things, is very famous.
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Relative

John, who was in the hall

relative clause

e Relative clauses are a form of subordinate clau

e Relative clauses add information to a sentent
relative pronouns.

e A relative pronoun (that, who, whom, whose,
is used at the start of a relative clause. ‘Wh
relative adverb, but it is used in exactly the sa
as a relative pronoun.

e A relative clause functions as an adjective, m
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 Clauses

ill, was playing the piano.

clause.

itence using

10se, which)
‘Where' is a
e same way

>, modifuing
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e A relative clause functions as an adjective, m
nouns and pronouns.

There are two types of relative cla
and essential.

The lamp post, where the gir

The relative clause gives the reader extra informats
be removed without changing the meaning of the ¢

The lamp post where the girl

The relative clause specifies the particular lamp po
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>, modifying

lauses: non-essential

girl was standing, was lit.

mation about the lamp post. The information could
the sentence so it is a non-essential relative clause.

irl was standing was lit.

p post so it is essential.
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Relative Clauses

John, who was in the hall, was playing the piano.

relative clause

e Relative clauses are a form of subordinate clause.

e Relative clauses add information to a sentence using
relative pronouns.

e A relative pronoun (that, who, whom, whose, which)
is used at the start of a relative clause. ‘Where' is a
relative adverb, but it is used in exactly the same way
as a relative pronoun.

e A relative clause functions as an adjective, modifying
nouns and pronouns.

There are two types of relative clauses: non-essential
and essential.

The lamp post, where the girl was standing, was lit.

The relative clause gives the reader extra information about the lamp post. The information could
be removed without changing the meaning of the sentence so it is a non-essential relative clause.

The lamp post where the girl was standing was lit.

The relative clause specifies the particular lamp post so it is essential.
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Relative Clauses

I I relative pronoun I

John, who was in the hall, was playing the piano.

| relative clause |

« Relative clauses are a form of subordinate clause.

» Relative clauses add information to a sentence using
relative pronouns.

« A relative pronoun (that, who, whom, whose, which)
is used at the start of a relative clause. ‘Where’ is a
relative adverb, but it is used in exactly the same way
as a relative pronoun.

e A relative clause functions as an adjective, modifying
nouns and pronouns.

There are two types of relative clauses: non-essential
and essential.

The lamp post, where the girl was standing, was lit.

The relative clause gives the reader extra information about the lamp post. The information could
be removed without changing the meaning of the sentence so it is a non-essential relative clause.

The lamp post where the girl was standing was lit.

The relative clause specifies the particular lamp post so it is essential.
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Name: ’ Date:

12

total marks

Relative Clauses

1. For each sentence underline the relative pronoun.

James, who is a good finder, is good at hide-and-seek.  marks

My cat, who loves fish, purrs when I feed her.
The summer holidays, which last six weeks, are great.

My school is in Sheffield, which is a city in South Yorkshire.

2. Match up each main clause with its appropriate relative clause.

5 marks

It was my dog Rufus s s whose hair curls the

same way.

Robert is an extremely

* ? which I'm allergic to.
lazy boy, wnich I'm allergic to

I can't eat my sandwich

[ )
because it's peanut butter, who ate my homework.

I go to running club every | ¢ which means I am
Thursday at 6am, tired by the afternoon.
My sister looks just like 1 ¢ who never tidies his
my mum, bedroom.

3. Can you break each multi-clause sentence down into two simple sentences?

Bananas, which grow in tropical countries, have to be flown into Britain. 3 marks

I was at a party last night, which meant I was home very late.

Joe held the rabbit that had escaped.

total for

«xEND OF TESTxx this page
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Relative Clauses Answers
1  For each sentence underline the relative pronoun. 4 marks
James, who is a good finder, is good at hide-and-seek.
My cat, who loves fish, purrs when | feed her.
The summer holidays, which last six weeks, are great.
My school is in Sheffield, which is a city in South Yorkshire.
2 Match up each main clause with its appropriate relative clause. 5 marks
whose hair curls the
It was my dog Rufus,
same way.
Robert is an extremely o ,
which I'm allergic to.
lazy boy,
I can't eat my sandwich
o who ate my homework.
because it's peanut butter,
I go to running club every ¢ which means I am
Thursday at 6am, tired by the afternoon.
My sister looks just like who never tidies his
my mum, bedroom.
3 Can you break each multi-clause sentence down into two simple sentences? 3 marks

Bananas, which grow in tropical countries, have to be flown into Britain.
Bananas have to be flown into Britain. They come from tropical countries.

I was at a party last night, which meant | was home very late.
| was at a party last night. This meant | was very late.

Joe held the rabbit that had escaped.
Joe held the rabbit. It had escaped.
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Relative Clauses
and Relative Pronouns

To use relative clauses.

°e =

The following are examples of sentences that have relative clauses starting with relative
pronouns. Can you identify and underline the relative pronouns?

. Spaghetti, which many of us enjoy, can be messy.

. This is the book that everyone is talking about.

She wrote to the person whom she had met last month.

. We didn't bring the receipt, which was a big mistake.

I have a friend whose cat is annoying.

People who are clever can always find a way.

Grandma remembers a time when radio shows were popular.

Never go to a doctor whose office plants have died. - Erma Bombeck

The driver who went through the stop sign was careless.
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Relative Clauses and Relative Pronouns
Answers

. The following are examples of sentences that have relative clauses starting with relative

pronouns. Can you identify and underline the relative pronouns?
Spaghetti, which many of us enjoy, can be messy.
This is the book that everyone is talking about.

She wrote to the person whom she had met last month.

We didn't bring the receipt, which was a big mistake.

I have a friend whose cat is annoying.
People who are clever can always find a way.
Grandma remembers a time when radio shows were popular.

Never go to a doctor whose office plants have died. - Erma Bombeck

The driver who went through the stop sign was careless.
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Spot the Clauses

To use relative clauses.

Sentences which have two or more clauses are called multi-clause sentences. A main clause
makes sense by itself but a subordinate clause does not make sense by itself. The subordinate
clauses in these sentences are relative clauses. They start with relative pronouns.

Highlight the clauses in each sentence. Choose two colours and use one to highlight main
clauses and the other colour to highlight the relative clauses.

Look at these examples:
- My dog’s fur, which is hard to brush, is very curly.
- Go and get a sticker from Mr Brown, who is standing at the finish line.
- Oranges, which contain lots of vitamins, are really good for you.
Now, have a go at the sentences.
a. Alana, who has very shiny hair, always looks smart for school.
b. My cousins live in Canada, which is a long way to go to visit!
c. These three girls, who have worked very hard on their maths project, can have a prize each.

d. The Peak District, which is an excellent place for walking, climbing and biking, is a
national park in Derbyshire.

e. The dog, who always jumps up at people, is called Spot.
The film, which had me on the edge of my seat, was tremendously exciting!

Look for the spelling in the dictionary, which is over there on the shelf.

s Qe

My brother, who has won many medals for his gymnastics, is competing in an
event tomorrow.
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Spot the Clauses Answers

Alana, who has very shiny hair, always looks smart for school.
My cousins live in Canada, which is a long way to go to visit!
These three girls, who have worked very hard on their maths project, can have a prize each.

The Peak District, which is an excellent place for walking, climbing and biking, is a
national park in Derbyshire.

The dog, who always jumps up at people, is called Spot.
The film, which had me on the edge of my seat, was tremendously exciting!
Look for the spelling in the dictionary, which is over there on the shelf.

My brother, who has won many medals for his gymnastics, is competing in an
event tomorrow.
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Spot the Clauses

To use relative clauses.

Sentences which have two or more clauses are called multi-clause sentences. A main clause
makes sense by itself but a subordinate clause does not make sense by itself. The subordinate
clauses in these sentences are relative clauses. They start with relative pronouns.

Highlight the clauses in each sentence. Choose two colours and use one to highlight main
clauses and the other colour to highlight the relative clauses.

Look at these examples:

- My dog’s fur, which is hard to brush, is very curly.

- Go and get a sticker from Mr Brown, who is standing at the finish line.
- Oranges, which contain lots of vitamins, are really good for you.

Now, have a go at the sentences.

a. Alana, who has very shiny hair, always looks smart for school.
b. My cousins live in Canada, which is a long way to go to visit!

These three girls, who have worked very hard on their maths project, can have a prize each.

o o

The Peak District, which is an excellent place for walking, climbing and biking, is a
national park in Derbyshire.

e. The dog, who always jumps up at people, is called Spot.

f. The film, which had me on the edge of my seat, was tremendously exciting!

g. Look for the spelling in the dictionary, which is over there on the shelf.

h. My brother, who has won many medals for his gymnastics, is competing in an event tomorrow.
Challenge

Rewrite the multi-clause sentence shown in h) above, breaking it down into two simple sentences.
You will have to take out the relative pronoun and put back the noun/pronoun it replaced.

e.g. Winston Churchill, who was the prime minister in the Second World War, was born in
Oxfordshire.

Winston Churchill was born in Oxfordshire. He was the prime minister in the Second World War.
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Spot the Clauses Answers

a. Alana, who has very shiny hair, always looks smart for school.
b. My cousins live in Canada, which is a long way to go to visit!
c. These three girls, who have worked very hard on their maths project, can have a prize each.

d. The Peak District, which is an excellent place for walking, climbing and biking, is a
national park in Derbyshire.

e. The dog, who always jumps up at people, is called Spot.
The film, which had me on the edge of my seat, was tremendously exciting!

Look for the spelling in the dictionary, which is over there on the shelf.

0 Qe

My brother, who has won many medals for his gymnastics, is competing in an
event tomorrow.

Challenge
My brother is competing in an event tomorrow. He has won many medals for his gymnastics.
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Spot the Clauses

To use relative clauses.

Sentences which have two or more clauses are called multi-clause sentences. A main clause
makes sense by itself but a subordinate clause does not make sense by itself. The subordinate
clauses in these sentences are relative clauses. They start with relative pronouns.

Highlight the clauses in each sentence. Choose two colours and use one to highlight main
clauses and the other colour to highlight the relative clauses.

Look at these examples:

- My dog’s fur, which is hard to brush, is very curly.

- Go and get a sticker from Mr Brown, who is standing at the finish line.

- Oranges, which contain lots of vitamins, are really good for you.

Now, have a go at the sentences.

a. Alana, who has very shiny hair, always looks smart for school.

b. My cousins live in Canada, which is a long way to go to visit!

c. These three girls, who have worked very hard on their maths project, can have a prize each.
Challenge

Rewrite each of the following multi-clause sentences, breaking them down into two simple sentences.
You will have to take out the relative pronoun and put back the noun/pronoun it replaced.

e.g. Winston Churchill, who was the prime minister in the Second World War, was born in
Oxfordshire.

Winston Churchill was born in Oxfordshire. He was the prime minister in the Second World War.

a. The Peak District, which is an excellent place for walking, climbing and biking, is a
national park in Derbyshire.
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Spot the Clauses

b. The dog, who always jumps up at people, is called Spot.

c. The film, which had me on the edge of my seat, was tremendously exciting!

Now, write the following pairs of sentences so that each pair is combined to form one sentence.
Add in a relative pronoun to do this.

E.g. My dog is the first to wake up in our house. He is an energetic animal.
My dog, who is an energetic animal, is the first to wake up in our house.

a. Look for the spelling in the dictionary, which is over there on the shelf.

b. My brother, who has won many medals for his gymnastics, is competing in an event tomorrow.
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a.
b.

C.

Spot the Clauses Answers

Alana, who has very shiny hair, always looks smart for school.
My cousins live in Canada, which is a long way to go to visit!

These three girls, who have worked very hard on their maths project, can have a prize each.

Challenge

a.

The Peak District is a national park in Derbyshire. It is an excellent place for walking,
climbing and biking.

The dog is called Spot. She always jumps up at people.

The film was tremendously exciting! It had me on the edge of my seat.

Look for the spelling in the dictionary, which is over there on the shelf.

My brother, who has won many medals for his gymnastics, is competing in an
event tomorrow.
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SPaG | Relative Clauses

To use relative clauses.

SPaG | Relative Clauses

I can explain that a multi-clause (or
‘complex’) sentence has at least two clauses.

To use relative clauses.

I can identify and use relative pronouns and
relative clauses.

I can explain that a multi-clause (or
‘complex’) sentence has at least two clauses.

I can explain when commas are needed with
relative clauses.

I can identify and use relative pronouns and
relative clauses.

I can explain that an object relative pronoun
can be left out of a clause.

I can explain when commas are needed with
relative clauses.

I can explain that an object relative pronoun
can be left out of a clause.

SPaG | Relative Clauses

To use relative clauses.

SPaG | Relative Clauses

I can explain that a multi-clause (or
‘complex’) sentence has at least two clauses.

To use relative clauses.

I can identify and use relative pronouns and
relative clauses.

I can explain that a multi-clause (or
‘complex’) sentence has at least two clauses.

I can explain when commas are needed with
relative clauses.

I can identify and use relative pronouns and
relative clauses.

I can explain that an object relative pronoun
can be left out of a clause.

I can explain when commas are needed with
relative clauses.

I can explain that an object relative pronoun
can be left out of a clause.

SPaG | Relative Clauses

To use relative clauses.

SPaG | Relative Clauses

I can explain that a multi-clause (or
‘complex’) sentence has at least two clauses.

To use relative clauses.

I can identify and use relative pronouns and
relative clauses.

I can explain that a multi-clause (or
‘complex’) sentence has at least two clauses.

I can explain when commas are needed with
relative clauses.

I can identify and use relative pronouns and
relative clauses.

I can explain that an object relative pronoun
can be left out of a clause.

I can explain when commas are needed with
relative clauses.

I can explain that an object relative pronoun
can be left out of a clause.

SPaG | Relative Clauses

To use relative clauses.

SPaG | Relative Clauses

I can explain that a multi-clause (or
‘complex’) sentence has at least two clauses.

To use relative clauses.

I can identify and use relative pronouns and
relative clauses.

I can explain that a multi-clause (or
‘complex’) sentence has at least two clauses.

I can explain when commas are needed with
relative clauses.

I can identify and use relative pronouns and
relative clauses.

I can explain that an object relative pronoun
can be left out of a clause.

I can explain when commas are needed with
relative clauses.

I can explain that an object relative pronoun
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can be left out of a clause.
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